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In Memoriam 

We are sorry to inform 
you that Dr. R. H. 
Scanlan passed away on 
Sunday, May 27, 2001.  
Dr. Scanlan has served 
as Prof. of Civil Eng. at 
the Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity and at Princeton 
University.  He has made 
invaluable contributions 
to wind engineering, 
aerodynamics, aeroelas-
ticity and many other 
fields of engineering me-
chanics. He will be 
dearly missed as a re-
searcher, educator and a 
friend, by a broad U.S. 
and international com-
munity. 

   A special tribute to 
Prof. Scanlan will be in-
cluded in the next issue 
of the Wind Engineer. 
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Meeting of AAWE Board of  
Directors, June 3, 2001 
A meeting of the AAWE Board of Di-
rectors has been scheduled to be held 
at Clemson University, on Sunday, 
June 3, 2001, 12:00 noon—4:00 p.m.   
The meeting is open to all members of 
the AAWE.  The timing of the meet-
ing, coinciding with the beginning of 
the Americas Conference on Wind En-
gineering, was selected to ensure broad 
participation of the AAWE members.  
The agenda of the meeting includes a 
discussion of the proposed modifica-
tions of the AAWE Bylaws.  The draft 
Bylaws incorporating these changes 
are included in this Newsletter.  The 
Bylaws update has been prepared by 
the Bylaws Committee consisting of J. 
E. Cermak (Chair), A. Chiu, and J. 
Golden.  All the AAWE members are 
encouraged to provide feedback on the 
Bylaws, either during the incoming 
meeting of the AAWE Board of Direc-
tors, or directly (preferably in writing), 
to Mike Gaus.  After input from the 
members has been collected, a formal 
approval of the Bylaws by the AAWE 
will be sought, via written vote.  
 
Agenda 
12:00 noon     Introduction, Goals of Mtg.,    
                         Current Status – Gaus 
12:15 p.m.      Financial Status, Membership – 
                         Sarkar 
12:30 p.m.      AAWE Bylaws Committee  
                         Report – Cermak  
12:45 p.m.      Newsletter, Fact-sheets—  
                         Bienkiewicz 
  1:00 p.m.      Nominating  Committee for  
                         Officers and Board Members –  
                         Gaus  

1:15 p.m.       Next Americas Conference on  
                        Wind Engineering –  All 
1:30 p.m.       Congressional Initiatives on 
                        Wind and Natural Hazards  
                        Mitigation—Bienkiewicz 
1:45 p.m.                      Break 
2:00 p.m.       Report by other Board Members, 
                        AAWE Members and Guests 
2:45 p.m.       Follow-up on  Strategic Planning 
                        Goals  
3:00 p.m.       AAWE Awards 
3:15 p.m.       Other Business and Tasks 
                        Assignment 
3:30 p.m.       Open Forum 
3:45 p.m.       Closing Remarks – Gaus 
4:00 p.m.       Adjourn  
 
President’s Corner 
Work of many members of AAWE has 
been affected directly or indirectly by  
contributions made by Dr. R. H. 
Scanlan.  And all of us are deeply sad-
dened by this untimely news about His 
passing away.  Let us reinvigorate our 
energy to pass Bob’s enthusiasm, sin-
cerity, and excellence on current and 
future generations of members of wind 
engineering community.  
     The meeting of the AAWE Board 
of Directors gives us a chance to as-
sess past and current activities carried 
out under an umbrella of the AAWE.  
It also allows for broadening a dialog 
on near future and strategic plans for 
initiatives to be undertaken by the 
AAWE.  An important element of this 
dialog is a discussion on the proposed 
changes in the AAWE Bylaws.  An ac-
tive participation of all members of our 
association in this dialog is a pre-
requisite for a successful future of the 
AAWE. 
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DRAFT BYLAWS 
of the 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR WIND ENGINEERING 
(Formerly known as the WIND ENGINEERING RESEARCH COUNCIL, INC.)  

 
ARTICLE I 

Name 
 
The name of the Corporation shall be the American Association for Wind Engineering, hereinafter desig-
nated by the acronym AAWE.  
 

ARTICLE II 
Objectives 

 
The objectives of AAWE shall be the advancement of the science and practice of wind engineering and the 
solution of wind-engineering problems. 
 

ARTICLE III 
Place of Business 

 
The place where the principal office of the transaction of business is located at the office of the Secretary-
Treasurer or such other place as may be designated by the Board of Directors. 
 

ARTICLE IV 
Corporate Powers 

 
The corporate powers, business and property of AAWE shall be vested in and exercised, conducted and 
controlled by a board of eight (8) Directors, each of whom shall be a voting Member of AAWE.  
 

ARTICLE V 
Officers and Directors 

 
Section 1.  The officers of AAWE shall consist of a President, a President-Elect, and a Secretary-Treasurer.  
 
Section 2.  The Board of Directors of AAWE shall consist of eight (8) Members which shall include the 
President, the President-Elect, and six (6) Directors, and the Secretary-Treasurer; and the Secretary-
Treasurer shall serve as an ex-officio Member of the Board. 
 
Section 3.  The first President of AAWE to serve under these Bylaws shall be elected by the AAWE mem-
bership for a term of two (2) years beginning at the first meeting of the Board following his/her election and 
terminating with succession of the President-Elect to the Office of President. 
 
Section 4.  The President-Elect shall be elected by the membership to a term of office of two (2) years be-
ginning at the first meeting of the Board following his/her election and shall succeed to the Office of Presi-
dent for a term of office of two (2) years. 
 
Section 5. Three (3) Directors shall be elected by the membership to a term of office of four (4) years and 
three (3) Directors shall be elected by the membership to a term of two (2) years beginning at the first meet-
ing of the Board following their elections.  Thereafter, three (3) Directors shall be elected every two (2)  
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 years to a term of office of four (4) years following the procedure as outlined in Article XI, Sections 1-8.  
All elected Directors shall be ineligible to succeed themselves. 
 
Section 6.  The Secretary-Treasurer shall be appointed by the Board of Directors for a term determined by 
the Board. 
 

ARTICLE VI 
Powers and Duties of the Board of Directors 

 
The powers and duties of the Board of Directors are as follows: 
 
(a) To appoint and specify the term of office of the Secretary-Treasurer. 
 
(b)To appoint and remove at pleasure all agents and employees of AAWE, other than the Directors, pre-
scribe duties for them as may not be inconsistent with law and these Bylaws, fix their compensation and re-
quire from them security for faithful service. 
 
(c)To conduct, manage and control the affairs and business of AAWE, and to make such regulations there-
fore, not inconsistent with law and these Bylaws. 
 
(d)To approve and admit Members, Corporate Members, and Student Members; to issue or cause to be is-
sued at any time certificates of membership. 
 
(e)  To borrow money and incur indebtedness for the purposes of AAWE and to cause to be executed and 
delivered therefore, in the corporate name, promissory notes and other evidences of debt. 
 
(f)  To collect, and provide for the collection of, dues or assessments in accordance with the provisions of 
these Bylaws. 
 
(g)   Generally to transact all of the affairs of AAWE.  
 

ARTICLE VII 
President 

 
The powers and duties of the President are as follows: 
 
(a)To preside at all meetings of the Board of Directors and of the Members.  He/she shall be the Chair of 
the Board of Directors. 
 
(b)To call special meetings of the Members and also of the Board of Directors, at such times as he/she may 
deem proper. 
 
(c ) To sign as President of AAWE all deeds, conveyances, mortgages, leases, promissory notes, contracts, 
obligations, certificates, and other papers  and instruments in writing that may require such signature, unless 
the Board of Directors shall otherwise direct, and to perform such other duties as the Board of Directors 
may determine. 
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ARTICLE VIII 
President-Elect 

 
The President-Elect shall, in the event of the absence or disability of the President, perform the duties and 
exercise the powers of the President, and shall perform such other duties as the Board of Directors shall 
from time to time prescribe. 
 

ARTICLE IX 
Secretary-Treasurer 

 
The powers and duties of the Secretary-Treasurer are as follows: 
 
(a)  To keep a full and complete record of the proceedings of the Board of Directors and of the meetings of 
the Members. 
 
(b)  To keep the seal, books, and papers of AAWE, and to affix the seal to all instruments executed by the 
President, or by direction of the Board of Directors. 
 
(c ) To sign, in conjunction with the President, or President-Elect, all certificates of membership, promis-
sory notes and other documents unless the Board of Directors shall otherwise direct. 
 
(d)  To make service and publication of all notices that may be necessary or proper.  In case of the absence, 
inability, refusal or neglect of the Secretary-Treasurer to make service or publication of any notice or any 
other duties of the Secretary-Treasurer then such duties may be performed by the President or President-
Elect, or by any person thereunto authorized by any of them, or by the Board of Directors. 
 
(e) To supervise the accounts and the books of AAWE.  
 
(f)  Generally to do and perform all such duties as pertain to his/her office and as may be required by the 
Board of Directors, or by the President. 
 
(g)  To receive any moneys belonging to or paid to or paid into AAWE and to receipt for the same, and to 
deposit the same with such depository as the Board of Directors may designate. 
 
(h)  To keep and disburse the funds of AAWE and perform such other duties as may be prescribed by the 
Board of Directors or the President. 
 
(i)  To receive and to keep all of the funds of the Corporation, such funds to be retained in accounts selected 
by the Board of Directors and  such funds to be paid out by checks signed and countersigned as provided by 
the Board of Directors. 
 
(j)  To render a statement of his/her cash accounts and to enter regularly in the books of AAWE, to be kept 
by him/her for that purpose, full and accurate account of all moneys received and paid by him/her on ac-
count of AAWE.  Said statements and accounts shall be provided to the Board of Directors on demand and 
not less than annually. 
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ARTICLE X 
Vacancies in the Office of President, Office of President-Elect and Board of Directors 

 
Section 1.  A vacancy shall be deemed to have occurred whenever a President, President-Elect or Director 
dies, or resigns either by presenting his/her written resignation to the Board or by presenting such resigna-
tion orally at any meeting of the Board, or by judgment of a competent court is declared incompetent or in-
sane, or whenever any vacancy is created in accordance with any law of the State of Colorado. 

 
Section 2.  Whenever a vacancy occurs in the Office of President, the President-Elect shall serve as Presi-
dent to fill the unexpired term of the vacancy for a time up to the first Annual Meeting after assuming this 
role at which time the President-Elect will succeed to the two (2) year term as President specified in Section 
4 of Article V.  

 
Section 3.  Whenever a vacancy occurs in the Office of President-Elect the President shall appoint a Nomi-
nating Committee as stipulated in Section 3 of Article XI excepting that the Annual Meeting stated therein 
may be a Special Meeting of Members as authorized by Section 3 of Article XII.  The individual elected in 
the subsequent election as stipulated in Sections 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 of Article XII shall serve as President-
Elect for a term equal to the unexpired term of the vacancy and  succeed to a two (2) year term as President 
in accordance with Section 3 of Article V.  

 
Section 4.  Whenever a vacancy occurs in the membership of the Board of Directors, such a vacancy may 
be filled by an appointee selected by a majority of the remaining Directors, even though less than a quorum, 
and this person shall complete the unexpired term to which he/she has been appointed. 

 
ARTICLE XI 

Nomination and Election of President-Elect and Directors 
 

Section 1.  The election of the President-Elect and Directors shall be by secret letter ballot of the voting 
membership.  

 
Section 2.  Each Member of AAWE shall have one vote. 
 
Section 3.  A Nominating Committee composed of three (3) voting Members shall be appointed by the 
President at least ninety (90) days before an Annual Meeting in which an election is to take place.  The 
Nominating Committee shall nominate at least one (1) candidate for each vacant director’s office and at 
least one (1) candidate for  the President-Elect and shall submit its report to the President at least sixty (60) 
days before the Annual Meeting.  The list of candidates shall be included in the announcement of the An-
nual Meeting. 

 
Section 4.  In drawing up the list of candidates the Nominating Committee shall give consideration to the 
various professional activities and geographic locations of the candidates aiming insofar as possible for a 
reasonable balance amongst them. 

 
Section 5.  An election ballot listing all candidates nominated by the Nominating Committee and providing 
space for possible write- in candidates shall be mailed by the Secretary-Treasurer to each voting Member 
within thirty (30) days after the Annua l Meeting.  
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Section 6.  Each election ballot to be valid must be received by the Secretary-Treasurer within sixty (60) 
days after the Annual Meeting in an unmarked and sealed envelope placed inside an outer envelope bearing 
the voter’s signature. 

 
Section 7.  The President shall appoint three (3) tellers from the membership-at- large who shall collectively 
remove all valid ballots from their unmarked envelopes, shall tally the election results and shall report their 
findings to the Secretary-Treasurer within thirty (30) days of the closing date for receipt of ballots. 

 
Section 8.  The Secretary-Treasurer shall notify in writing those elected and shall report the election results 
in the Regular Publication of AAWE.  
 

ARTICLE XII 
Membership and Membership Meetings 

 
Section 1.  There shall be three (3) classes of membership, namely Members, Student Members and Corpo-
rate Members. 

 
(a)  Members and Student Members shall be persons seriously interested in the advancement of wind engi-
neering by teaching and research in related subjects, by involvement in government functions related to 
public welfare and safety during wind storms, or by other relevant activities, as may be determined by the 
Board of Directors in consultation with the Membership Committee. 

 
(b) Corporate Members shall be persons, firms or corporations who make regular financ ial contributions to 
AAWE. 

 
Section 2.  Regular Annual Meeting.  

 
(a)  There shall be an Annual Meeting of the Members of AAWE every year beginning with the year 2002, 
at a time, date and location designated by the President.  Notice of the Annual Meeting of Members shall be 
given by mailing notice thereof at least fifteen (15) days prior to the date of meeting, addressed to each of 
the Members of AAWE at his/her or its place of business or residence as the same appears on the books of 
AAWE, or, in case no business or residence address of a Member appears on the books of AAWE, then di-
rected to any address appearing on the books for such Members.  No other or further notice shall be re-
quired. 

 
(b)  Notice of change of date for the Annual Meeting shall be given by mailing notice thereof at least fifteen 
(15) days prior to the date established by Section 2(a) of this Article, addressed to each of the Members of 
AAWE at his/her or its place of business or residence as the same appears on the books of AAWE, or, in 
case no business or residence address of a Member appears on the books of AAWE, then directed to any ad-
dress appearing on the books for such Members.  At least fifteen (15) days before the alternate date for the 
Annual Meeting, notices shall be sent as stated in Section 2(a) of this Article. 

 
Section 3.  Special meetings of the Members may be called and held at any time by order of the President or 
four (4) Members of the Board of Directors by a fifteen (15) days’ notice in writing to all Members of 
AAWE, given in the manner provided in Section 2 of this Article. 

 
Section 4.  It shall be the duty of the Secretary-Treasurer, upon demand of the President or four (4) Mem-
bers of the Board of Directors to prepare and send notice of any special meeting to each Member of AAWE  
in accordance with Section 2 of this Article. 
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Section 5.  At all meetings of the Members, persons representing twenty-five (25%) percent of the voting 
power of the membership, whether in person or by proxy in writing, shall constitute a quorum. 
 

ARTICLE XIII 
Directors’ Meetings  

 
Section 1.  Regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held at the time of the Annual Meeting and 
at such other time and locations designated by the President. 

 
Section 2.  Special meetings of the Board of Directors may be called at any time by order of the President of 
AAWE.  Notice of a special meeting of the Board of Directors shall be given to by each Director by leaving 
written or typewritten notice of the time and place thereof at his/her place of business or residence, at least 
fifteen (15) days prior to such meeting, or by depositing the same, with the postage thereon prepaid, in the 
United States mail at the principal place of business of AAWE, addressed to him/her at his/her place of 
business or residence, as the same appears on the books of AAWE, or, in case neither his/her business nor 
residence address appears on the books, then directed to any address appearing on the books for him/her, 
any such mailing to be at least fifteen (15) days  before the day fixed for holding said meeting.  The leaving 
or mailing of notice as aforesaid shall be due, legal and personal notice to such Director.  No further or 
other notice shall be required.  Any business which may be done at a regular meeting of the Board of Direc-
tors may be done at a special or an adjourned meeting of the Board, and no notice of the nature of the busi-
ness to be transacted need be given.  

 
Section 3.  When necessary or expedient, a meeting of the Directors, except at the time of the Annual Meet-
ing, may be held by telephonic communication.  

 
Section 4.  When necessary or expedient, the Directors may take action on specific issues based on a major-
ity vote of the Directors documented through a letter, fax, electronic-mail, or phone ballot initiated by the 
President. 

 
Section 5.  The presence of five (5) Directors shall constitute a quorum at all meetings of the Directors. 

 
Section 6.  The Board of Directors shall meet immediately upon adjournment of each Annual Meeting for 
the purposes of organizing and planning.  No official notice of such meetings need be given.  

 
Section 7.  The Board of Directors shall furnish all Members with a summary of each Board meeting in the 
next issue of the Regular Publication of AAWE following the date of meeting. 
 

ARTICLE XIV 
Amendments 

 
These Bylaws may be amended by mail ballot upon receiving an affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the 
ballots cast.  All Members of AAWE are eligible to vote.  
 

ARTICLE XV 
Dues 

 
The dues for all classes of Members shall be fixed at a Regular Meeting of the Board. 
The President and Secretary-Treasurer together shall have discretionary powers regarding the remission of 
dues for cause in individual cases. 
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ARTICLE XVI 

Election to Membership 
 

Section 1.  Members. 
 

(a)  Membership is attained by direct application to AAWE.  
 

(b)  Membership is limited to applicants whose qualifications are consistent with Article XII, Section 1 of 
the Bylaws. 

 
(c ) Application shall be made on a standard form submitted to the Secretary-Treasurer.  Applicant shall 
submit the names of three references who have personal knowledge of his/her qualifications for member-
ship. 

 
(d)  Application shall be approved or disapproved by the President. 

 
Section 2.  Student Members.  
 
(a)  Membership is attained by direct application to AAWE.  

 
(b)  Membership is limited to applicants whose qualifications are consistent with Article XII, Section 1 of 
the Bylaws. 

 
(c ) Application shall be made on a standard form submitted to the Secretary-Treasurer.  Applicant shall 
submit the name of one reference who have personal knowledge of his/her qualifications for membership. 

 
(d)  Application shall be approved or disapproved by the President. 

 
Section 3.  Corporate Members shall be elected upon receiving a majority approval of the Board of Direc-
tors.  Each Corporate Member may designate up to five (5) individuals of the Corporation as Members of 
AAWE who are eligible to vote. 

 
Section 4.  Each Applicant shall be notified by the Secretary-Treasurer of the action taken within ninety 
(90) days of receipt of his/her application and the Secretary-Treasurer shall periodically announce the 
names of all new elections to membership in AAWE.  

 
ARTICLE XVII 

Termination of Membership and of Tenure of Office 
 
Section 1.  Any Member, Student Member or Corporate Member may have membership in AAWE termi-
nated by the affirmative vote of at least six (6) Members of the Board of Directors; but no vote shall be 
taken until after the Member shall have been furnished with a statement of the charges preferred against 
him/her, and shall have been given at least one (1) month’s notice (plus a reasonable time for notification 
by mail) of the time when the same will be considered by the Board; and every such Member shall have the 
right to appear before the Board and be heard in answer to the charges, provided the Member makes no un-
reasonable delay in presenting himself or herself before the Board, before final action thereon shall be 
taken.  
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Section 2.  Upon the termination of any membership, all interest of such Member in AAWE or any of its 
property shall forthwith cease and terminate; provided, however, that no such termination of membership 
shall cancel any liability such Member may have theretofore accrued. 

 
Section 3.  AAWE agents, employees and the Secretary-Treasurer appointed by the Board of Directors may 
be removed from office for good cause shown, after due notice and hearing, by an affirmative vote of not 
less than three-fourths (3/4) of the Directors present at a special or regular meeting of the Board of Direc-
tors convoked as provided for in Article XIII of the Bylaws 
 

ARTICLE XVIII 
Committees 

 
The Board of Directors shall have the power to appoint such committees as in the judgment of the Board of 
Directors may be necessary or convenient to handle and dispose of various matters as they may arise, and 
may delegate to and confer upon such committees such powers of the Board of Directors as it shall deem 
proper. 

 
ARTICLE XIX 

Regular Publication 
 

A Regular Publication shall be printed and distributed by AAWE on a regular basis.  One issue of the Regu-
lar Publication, each year, shall include the President’s Annual Report and the reports of committees. 

 
ARTICLE XX 

Effective Date of AAWE Bylaws 
 

These Bylaws became effective upon adoption by vote of the AAWE membership on (date to be added). 
 

AERODYNAMIC LOADS ON TALL 
BUILDINGS: AN INTERACTIVE DATA-
BASE 
Under the action of wind, tall buildings oscillate si-
multaneously in the alongwind, acrosswind and tor-
sional directions. While the alongwind loads have 
been successfully treated in terms of gust loading 
factors based on quasi-steady and strip theories, the 
acrosswind and torsional loads cannot be treated in 
this manner, as these loads cannot be related in a 
straightforward manner to fluctuations in the ap-
proach flow. As a result, most current codes and 
standards provide little guidance for the acrosswind 
and torsional response.  
     To fill this gap, a preliminary interactive database 
of aerodynamic loads is presented, which can be ac-
cessed by any user at the URL address http://www.
nd.edu/~nathaz/. 

(Note that some features of the database are not com-
patible with all web browsers. It is recommended 
that Microsoft Explorer be used to view the database  

Fig. 1: Balsa Wood Models 
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Fig. 2. Example of Acrosswind Aerodynamic 
           Load Spectra Used in Database 

CWE 2000:International Symp. on Com-
putational Wind Engineering 2000 
The 3rd International Symposium on Computational 
Wind Engineering (CWE 2000)  was held at the 
University of Birmingham, England, 4-7 September 
2000.  The symposium built on the earlier meetings 
held in Colorado (1996) and Tokyo (1992).  The 
specific goal of the conference was to explore and 
discuss the achievements and challenges of compu-
tational techniques applied to the field of wind en-
gineering.  The conference was chaired by Dr. 
Chris Baker, U. of Birmingham, UK.  Conference 
arrangements were made by Mr. Paul Freathy, PF 
Consultants, UK. 
     The conference hosted 75 delegates from some 
14 countries.  The conference considered computa-
tional methods as applied to wind loading on build-
ings, bridges, and towers, vehicle performance, ur-
ban planning, atmospheric transport, sailing, pedes-
trian comfort and wind energy.  Plenary lectures 
were provided by: 
 
Dr. S. Murakami, U. of Tokyo, Japan, “Setting  
                the scene for CFD and Symposium Overview,” 
Dr. A. Larsen, COWI Consulting Engineers, Demark ,”CFD 

for Bridge Design,” 
Dr. D. Gosman, Imperia l College, UK , “Advances for CFD 

in Wind Engineering,” and 
Dr. T. Stathopoulos, Concordia University, Canada, “The Nu-

merical Wind Tunnel for Industrial Aerodynamics: 
Real or Virtual in the New Millennium?” 

 
Four sessions dealt with generic studies of simple 
cubes and bluff obstacles, four sessions focused on 
dispersion, two sessions were devoted to bridges, 
and single sessions considered subjects like urban  

at this time.) The database is comprised of high fre-
quency base balance measurements (HFBB) on a 
host of isolated tall building models (see Figs. 1 
and 2, Tab. 1).  Combined with the analysis proce-
dure provided, the non-dimensional aerodynamic 
loads can be used to compute the wind-induced re-
sponse of tall buildings corresponding to these 
models, though the on- line database can be ex-
panded to include HFBB wind tunnel data from 
other researchers. Thus, the database and analysis 
procedure serve as viable candidates for possible 
inclusion as a design guide in the next generation of 
codes and standards. 
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Tab. 1. Model Sections  
============================================================================ 
Model                1             2           3            4               5             6            7            8                 9 
D : B                2:6          3:6         4:6         4:4            6:4         6:3         6:2         4:4           4:6(600) 
 
Shape 
 
 
Oncoming Wind            
============================================================================
Models of each cross-section were constructed to heights of 16, 20 and 24 inches and tested in two boundary layers, i.e., subur-
ban (BL1) and urban (BL2) terrains, resulting in a total of 54 test conditions.
============================================================================ 
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environment, vibrations, CFD techniques, atmos-
pheric boundary layer, buildings, sprays, and trans-
portation issues. 
     Participants also attended a reception in the U. 
of Birmingham Arts Center, took a canal boat trip 
around the Birmingham area, visited Stratford on 
Avon, and attended a conference banquet held at 
the Birmingham Botanical Gardens. 
     The next CWE Symposium is tentatively sched-
uled to be held at the University of Western On-
tario, London, Ontario, Canada, and to be organ-
ized jointly by Dr. Horia Hangan, UWO, and Dr. 
Ted Stathopoulos of Concordia U., Canada, in the 
year 2004. 
 
BBAA IV: Bluff Body Aerodynamics and 
Applications Colloquium 
The 4th Bluff Body Aerodynamics and Applications 
Colloquium (BBAA IV) was held at the Ruhr-
Universität Bochum, Germany, 11-14 September 
2000.  This conference followed on earlier collo-
quia offered in Kyoto, Japan (1987), Monash Uni-
versity, Australia (1992), and Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University, Blacksburg, USA 
(1996).  The theme of the colloquium was to con-
sider the analytic, experimental and numerical 
ramifications of studies on the influence of external 
fluid flows around generic bluff bodies (cylinders, 
cubes, prisms) and specific bluff body applications 
(bridges, buildings: both tall and low-rise, towers, 
vehicles, vegetation, etc.).  The conference was 
chaired by Dr. Hans-Jürgen Niemann, Ruhr-
Universität Bochum, assisted by Dr. Michael 
Kaperski, also Ruhr-Universität Bochum.  
     The conference hosted 181 delegates from some 
33 countries.  The colloquium considered the basic 
fluid mechanics of separation, boundary and wake 
development (including vortex formation and vor-
tex streets), aeroelastic  response and instability of 
a variety of  basic 2 and 3 dimensional shapes 
through experimental measurements and numerical 
simulation.    Plenary lectures were provided by:  
 
• Dr. E. Plate, U. of Karlsruhe, Germany, “Wind Loads and 
    Diffusion in Urban Areas,” 
• Dr. E. Simiu, NIST, USA, “ Database-assisted Design and 
    Wind Directionality Effects,” 
• Dr. M. Kina, Hokkaido University, Japan, “Near Wake In- 
   stabilities and Vortex Structures of Three-dimensional Bluff 
   Bodies: A Review,” 

• Dr. G. Schewe, Detaches Zerntrum für Luft- und Ramfahrt, 
    Germany, “Reynolds Number Effects in Flow around More 
    or Less Bluff Bodies,” 
• Dr. D.T. Mook, Virginia Polytechnic Inst. and State U.,  
    USA, “Nonlinear Simulations of Wind-excited Oscillations 
    of Long-span Bridges and Other Related Problems,” 
• Dr. R.H. Scanlan, Johns Hopkins U., USA, “Reexamination 
    of Sectional Aerodynamic Force Functions for Bridges,” 
• Dr. F.R. Grosche, DLR, Germany, “Research at DLR- 
    Göttingen on Bluff Body Aerodynamics, Drag Reduction 
    by Wake Ventilation and Active Flow Control,” 
• Dr. H. Kawai, Kyoto University, Japan, “Local Peak Pres- 
    sure and Conical Vortex on Buildings,” 
• Dr. W. Frank, Universität-GH-Siegen, Germany, 
    “Experimental and Nu merical Investigations of the Flow 
     around Car Models,” and 
• Dr. O. Mahrenholtz, TU Hamburg-Harburg, Germany, 
    “Bluff Bodies and Fluid Dynamic Excitation.” 
 
     Six sessions dealt specifically with fundamental 
bluff body flow behavior , three focused on aerolas-
tic effects, one dealt with separation and drag con-
trol, and two others focused on vortex induced vi-
brations and aeroelastic instabilities.  Twenty-seven 
application sessions included six sessions related to 
different aspects of wind effects on buildings (high 
and low-rise), one on bridge behavior, one on vehi-
cle aerodynamics and one on dispersion about 
buildings, street canyons, vegetative canopies, and 
clean rooms, and a variety of other topics. 
     The Otto-Flachsbarth-medal of the WTG, the 
Wind Engineering Society of Germany, Austria and 
Switzerland, was awarded to Dr. Alan G. Daven-
port. 
     Social activities included an ice-breaker, a con-
ference dinner, and visits to the giant outdoor in-
dustrial museum during a Tour de Ruhr. 
     The next colloquium, BBAA V, will be hosted 
by the National Research Council, Canada, in Ot-
tawa in 2004 and will be organized by Dr. Guy 
Larose, NRC. 
     153 scientific papers were presented at the col-
loquium, and authors of 130 were invited to send 
full- length papers for publication in the Journal of 
Wind Engineering and Industrial Aerodynamics.  
Publication is anticipated for the first half of 2001. 
 
From the Editor 
Contributors to this Newsletter: 
Y. Zhou, T. Kijewski and A. Kareem, Aerodynamic 
      Loads on Tall Buildings: An Interactive Database. 
R. N. Meroney, Reports on CWE 2000 & BBAA IV. 
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